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• Dingle Peninsula 
• The Dingle Peninsula is famous with travelers, but many of them don’t know that this is the site where, 

in the Book of Invasions, it says that the Sons of Míl (Gaels) first came ashore and defeated 
the Túatha Dé Danann. 

• An Grianan (Donegal) 
• Old Church Visitor Centre - At the An Grianan Hotel in Burt. An interesting facility with indoor and 

outdoor exhibits about the Tuatha De Danann and the Grianan of Aileach Ringfort. 
http://www.oldchurchvisitorcentre.com  

• An Grianan of Aileach Ringfort - Wonderful ringfort on the top of a hill with fantastic views. 
• Isle of Doagh, Inishowen (Donegal) 

• Large quantity of Neolithic rock art of the ring and cup style from 3000 BCE. 
• Brú na Bóinne (Meath) 

• The Brú na Bóinne Visitor’s Center is the starting point for visiting the 
ancient monuments. Tours are by guided tour only and begin at the 
visitor’s center, which is south of the Boyne River. There are 700 
spots for tours daily, first come first serve. Other monuments in the 
area are on private land and require permission. 

• Newgrange - A unique passage tomb that is older than the Egyptian 
Pyramids or Stonehenge. 

• Knowth - The largest neolithic passage grave in the Brú na Bóinne 
area. It is surrounded by 17 smaller tombs. 

• Carrowmore Megalithic Cemetery (Sligo) 
• A massage passage grave complex surrounded by 200 other stone circles 

and passage graves. First tombs from 3700 BCE.  
• Drombeg Stone Circle (Cork) 

• Also known as “The Druid’s Altar,” this is one of the most visited megalithic 
sites in Ireland. It is a recumbent stone circle in the Irish style. 

• Royal Hills of Ireland 
• Hill of Tara (Meath) - Seat of the High Kings of Ireland, featuring 

the remains of a hill fort, earthworks, the Stone of Destiny standing 
stone, and a nearby passage tomb. 

• Rock of Cashel (Tipperary) - Initially the seat of the Kings of 
Munster, but since 1101 CE, a religious site. 

• Emain Macha & Navan Fort (Armagh) - The seat of the  
Kings of Ulster. Check out the Navan Center & Fort near 
Armagh for information on the ancient site, history of the area,  
and an interactive presentation of the heroes from the Ulster Cycle. 

• Rathcroghan (Roscommon) - The seat for the Kings of Connaught. An area of burial mounds, 
forts, and the “Cave of the Cats” - an entrance to the Otherworld. Visitor’s Center in Tulsk 
has informative displays explaining the importance of the sites. 
Considered “the most important Celtic royal site in Europe (Lonely Planet).” 
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• Craggaunowen  

• There is a restored castle from the 16th century, but also an outdoor museum of life in pre-history! 
Including a crannog. http://www.shannonheritage.com/Craggaunowen/  

• Dún Aonghasa (Galway) 
• A famous prehistoric fort on the Aran Islands, 

thought to have an initial construction date of 1100 BCE. The name is 
translated as the “Fort of Aonghas,” after the Irish god Aengus, the god 
of love, youth, and poetic inspiration. There are two neighboring 
stone age forts. 

• Ross Island Mines and Castle 
• Ross Island is one of the richest sources of copper in Ireland. Mining 

began around 2400 BCE. Arrowheads, daggers, and treasures of various 
types have been made with metal minded here. 
http://killarneyguide.ie/copper-mines/  

• Kells 
• All that remains of the Kells Monastery is a 10th century round 

tower, oratory, and many lovely crosses. Kells was a monastery 
founded by St. Columba (814) and the Book of Kells (started in Iona) was 
moved here after Iona was abandoned when the Viking raids came. There 
is also the ruin of Kells Priory in the area. 

• Inishmore (Aran Islands) 
• St. Enda, the father of the Irish monastic tradition, had his monastery here. 

(Teaghlach Einne) A small church ruin remains with a cemetery and St. Enda 
is buried here, along with up to 120 or so saints. Not to mention all the monks! 

• Clonmacnoise 
• Founded in 544 by St. Ciarán of Rathcroghan, this monastery grew to 

become one of the most famous. To the 9th century, it was connected 
to the Kings of Connacht, but after the 9th century, it was connected 
to the Kings of Meath. Many High Kings of Tara are buried on the 
grounds. Today it is a ruin. 

• Colmcille Heritage Centre 
• Very good museum with exhibits on St. Columba. This is the 

area of his birth. Perhaps you are interested in the Slí Cholmcille 
the St. Columba Trail? http://www.colmcille.org/stcolumba/  
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• Skellig Michael 
• Site of a remote monastery, possibly founded in the 6th century and occupied until the 12th. 

Attacked by Vikings in 824 CE. There seemed to an abbot and up to 12 monks in residence at a time, 
not including Luke Skywalker. 

• Trim Castle 
• Trim Castle is the largest and greatest Norman castle in Ireland. The keep is open for guided 

tours only.  
• Kinsale 

• The Battle of Kinsale is the last major battle between the Gaelic Chieftains and the 
English Crown. In 1601, 3,500 Spanish soldiers make landfall and they and the 
forces of the Gaelic Chieftains are besieged and eventually routed. 
The aftermath during the following two years would result in the 
“Flight of the Earls” in 1603, considered the end of Gaelic Ireland. 

• The Hill of O’Neill (Dungannon) 
• Not much left of the ruin, but there is a lovely museum on the 

grounds with many displays about the Flight of the Earls after 
the end of the Nine Years’ War.  

• Rathmullan (Donegal) 
• Flight of the Earls Visitor Centre - An exhibition in an old gun battery with 

displays on the life and times of the Earls and the aftermath of their 
departure. 

• Ulster American Folk Park 
• A wonderful museum with an indoor exhibit describing the lives 

of those people from Ulster who emigrated to America. After one 
exits the indoor exhibit, visitors follow a path which takes them 
on a journey through time. Period houses and buildings have been 
brought from all over to the park. Reinactors are in each building 
to answer questions about the lives of the people of the time. 
Eventually, one ends up in an Irish city, where a emigrant-boat 
awaits you to take you to America. After disembarkation in 
America, one experiences the life the Scots-Irish emigrants 
in their new home.
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