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• Isle of Rum (~8,000 BCE) 
• If not the earliest site, then one of the earliest sites of human activity in Scotland. The island supplies bloodstone, which 

is similar to flint. Over 140,000 stone tools and objects have been retrieved. Today the island is a nature reserve with 
many recreational opportunities. www.isleofrum.com 

• Wemyss Caves (Fife) (Pre-history to today (unfortunately!)) 
• The caves at Wemyss contain the earliest images found in Scotland. As the caves have been occupied during many ages of 

human history, images from many different periods can be found here. A hand-pecked image of a boat is the oldest. The site 
is not protected by any government agency and suffers from vandalism. www.wemysscaves.info 

• Heart of Neolithic Orkney 
• Maeshowe (~2800 BCE): chambered cairn and passage grave which is aligned so the chamber is 

illuminated on the winter solstice. It was vandalized by Vikings and contains the largest collection of 
runic writing in the world. 

• Standing Stones of Stenness (?): Possibly the oldest henge site in Britain and Ireland, this 
site has 4 stones remaining of what was thought to be 12 in an ellipse.  

• Ring of Brodgar (~2000 BCE): A henge which uniquely includes the 3rd 
largest stone circle in Britain and Ireland.  

• Skara Brae (3180 BCE to 2500 BCE): A cluster of 8 dwellings which 
constitute Europe’s most complete Neolithic village. Sometimes this 
site is called the “Scottish Pompeii.”  
Visit www.historicenvironment.scot and search for “Heart of Neolithic 
Orkney” 

• Callanish Standing Stones (Lewis) 
• A neolithic stone circle (13 stones) with 5 rows of stones radiating 

out in a cross-like fashion. Two of the rows are parallel and much 
longer than the other 3. A chambered tomb, added later, can be 
 found in the center. Done Broch is nearby. http://www.callanishvisitorcentre.co.uk  

• Kilmartin Glen (Argyll) 
• There are hundreds of ancient monuments (standing stones, a henge, burials, cairns) 

to be found within a six mile radius of Kilmartin village. The Kilmartin Museum 
provides an excellent background for the history of the area (note: check with 
the museum for opening status as they are about to begin construction of 
a new facility). There are many pre-planned walks, with maps available, for 
those of various abilities, who wish to see the sites. This area is known for 
a large number of “cup and ring” decorated surfaces. 
http://www.kilmartin.org  
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• Scottish Crannog Center (Perthshire) 
• Exceptional recreation of a crannog built on pilings over Loch Tay. Crannogs are found in Scotland and 

Ireland and the museum explains the underwater archeology that allow us to know so much about these 
crannog-dwellers. http://www.crannog.co.uk  

• Broch of Mousa (Shetland) 
• The Broch of Mousa is the best preserved Iron Age broch. Brochs are structures unique to Scotland. There 

are the remains of around 500 brochs in Scotland. The Broch of Mousa has a small diameter (small interior) but one of the 
thicker wall bases. This broch is mentioned in two Norse Sagas - Egil’s Saga and Orkneyinga Saga. http://www.shetland-
heritage.co.uk/mousa; http://www.mousa.co.uk/about-mousa  

• Dùn Beag (broch)(Skye) 
• Dùn Beag is the remains of the best preserved broch on the Isle of Skye. The base still remains and it is 

possible to see the double wall construction. There is a great view of the surrounding area. Nearby is 
Dùn Mòr, the remains of a hill fort. The walls are nearly gone and grass obscures the foundation. 
Check out Dùn Beag and other sites at www.theskyeguide.com  

• Trotternish Peninsula, Isle of Skye) 
• Fairy Glen - Just a wee cute glen inhabited by the sìtheanach, you might 

have heard about the ban-sìthe! 
• Quiraing (Cuith Raing, Kvi Rand (Norse)) - very popular with hill 

walkers for dramatic views. This landform is a giant land slip. 
• Tyrebagger (Dyce) (Aberdeenshire) 

• An example of a recumbent stone circle. Recumbent stone circles are 
mostly found in the northeast of Scotland or southwest of Ireland with 
one key difference - in Scotland the recumbent stone is with the 
tallest stones and opposite the shortest stones, while the recumbent circles 
in Ireland are reversed. 

• Falkirk Area 
• Callendar House Museum (Antonine Wall) - A great museum regarding the history 

of the Falkirk area with an exhibit on the Antonine Wall. The wall earthworks traverse 
the grounds of Callendar Park. 

• While in the area, don’t forget to visit The Kelpies, the Falkirk Wheel and the nearby 
Rough Castle (Roman Fort).  

• Ardoch Roman Fort (near Braco, between Stirling and Perth) 
• One of the best-preserved Roman military earthworks in Britain. 

The site was visited by Queen Victoria and Prince Albert in 1842. 
Be like Prince Albert, who visited the site. Queen Victoria 
remained in the carriage. 
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• Pictish Sites 
• Pictish stones - The easiest way to see Pictish stones is at the National Museum of Scotland in Edinburgh. If you are 

traveling up the east coast, check out http://www.pictishstones.org.uk, a website of Historic Environment Scotland with 
maps and information about how to visit Pictish sites. From the comfort of your own home, you can check out 3D scans 
online! 

• St. Vigeans Stones and Museum (Arbroath) - a museum with 38 Pictish stones. 
• Dunadd (Kilmartin Glen) 

• The capital of Dál Riata. A hill fort where you can put your foot in the carved coronation footprint. Dàl Riata would 
eventually merge with “Pictland” to form the Kingdom of Alba, which would merge with the Kingdom of Strathclyde to form 
the Kingdom of Scotland. 

• Iona 
• Monastery, & Abbey of St. Columba. St. Columba, an important figure in Scottish history. It is believed that 

the Book of Kells was started here and moved to Kells as a result of Viking raids.  
Check out “The 3 Isles Tour” which includes Iona, Staffa, and Mull. 

• Dumbarton Castle 
• Dumbarton Castle is the fortress with the longest recorded history in 

Scotland. It sits on an old plug of basalt. Locals traded with the romans 
and it became the seat for the Kingdom of Strathclyde. 

• Whithorn Priory 
• The current ruin consists of the nave of the priory cathedral. It 

operated from the mid 12th century to the Scottish Reformation in the 
16th century. Many pilgrimages to St. Ninian’s shrine were made by 
Scottish sovereigns. 

• Dunkeld Cathedral 
• After the Viking raids began, the Dàl Riatan heartland became too 

vulnerable to attack. Around 800, Causantín mac Fergusa, King of Picts, 
improves the monastery at Dunkeld (c. 500s - founded after Columba’s visit) 
and declares it the center of fate in Alba. The relics of Columba are housed 
in the Cathedral until the Scottish Reformation (c. 1560). 

• Scone Palace 
• Scone (pronounced Scoon) Palace has been the coronation site for the Kings 

of Scots since the 9th century. Kenneth MacAlpin (first King of Scots) was 
the first to be crowned here. Scone had been an ancient gathering place of 
the Picts. The site of the battle between MacBeth and Malcolm is thought to 
be 8 miles away, near Dunsinnan. This is the battle in Shakespeare’s 
play where he was assured by the witches that he was safe 
until Birnam Wood came against him. http://scone-palace.co.uk 
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• Clan Donald Centre (Armadale, Isle of Skye) 
• Wonderful museum and gardens with exhibits on the Lordship of the Isles - the Gaelic 

political state that came about after Malcolm Canmore turns the Kingdom of Scotland 
away from the Gaelic traditions (“Highlands” vs. “Lowlands”). 

• Dunfermline Abbey & Palace 
• Building on the monastery, founded by King Malcolm Canmore and Margaret, an abby was founded in 1128 by King David I. 

Many of the monarchs of the House of Dunkeld are buried here, and so is Robert the Bruce (at least his bones)! 
Dunfermline Palace was made the capital during the reign of Malcolm Canmore. It was abandoned after the royal court 
moved to London. Charles I was born there. Charles II was the last monarch to spend time there.  

• Stirling Area 
• Stirling Castle - Critical strategic castle, which controls north-south trade (at least land-based trade.) 

Up until the Union, nearly every Scottish monarch had lived in the castle, crowned in the castle, or died 
in the castle. Much work has been done to restore the castle’s great hall (James IV, c. 1496) and the royal apartments 
 of James V (c. 1540), and the Chapel Royal (James VI, c. 1594). 

• Bannockburn Battlefield - Site of Robert the Bruce’s triumph over Edward II of 
England. Excellent new visitor’s center with an interactive battle game.  

• Linlithgow Palace 
• A principal residence of the Stewart monarchs in the 15th and 16th 

centuries. Birthplace of Mary, Queen of Scots. Burnt in 1746 by the 
Duke of Cumberland and now a ruin cared for by  
Historic Environment Scotland. 

Other Sites 
• Edinburgh 

• National Museum of Scotland 
• St. Margaret’s Chapel at Edinburgh Castle 
• Holyrood Palace & Abbey 
• St. Giles’ Cathedral (1637 - riots after Charles I’s new Book of Canons) 
• Greyfriars Tolbooth & Highland Kirk (1638 - National Covenant signed) 

(1912 1000 people signed the Ulster Covenant, opposing the Third Home Rule 
Bill, thereby opposing Home Rule for Ireland.) 

• Glasgow 
• Glasgow Cathedral 
• The Hunterian Museum at the University of Glasgow  

• Culloden Battlefield (near Inverness) 

The Scottish Tourism Organization: Visit Scotland
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